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Georges de La Tour, The Cheat with the Ace of Clubs, c. 1630-34. Kimbell Art Museum, Fort Worth, Texas. By Permission.

CLOSER LOOKS
Closer Looks s open to high school students
of special promise and ability who will be
entering grades 10, 11, or 12 next fall or who
will have just graduated from high school this
spring. Admission is competitive – Wonderworks requires at least a 3.0 cumulative gradepoint average plus a high level of achievement
in relevant core subjects and PSAT/SAT (or
ACT) scores consistent with benchmark criteria
for college readiness in order to consider an
application.
Tuition and fees (including field trips but not
parking) are $500. Scholarships are available
in the form of full-tuition waivers, but only for
students demonstrating true financial need.
Admissions are determined on a need-blind
basis. No student will be prevented from participating in the program because of inability to
pay tuition.
Classes are held at the Rice University campus,
Monday – Friday, except 4 and 5 July. This
program is meant to be enjoyable, but it is also
challenging and requires focused effort and
commitment.
You may apply online or by mail or email. To
ensure full consideration, applications must
be received by 3 May; early applications are
encouraged and will receive early decisions
in the cases of well-qualified applicants. Late
applications will be considered only if space
remains available.
If you have questions or need additional
information, please e-mail
info@wonderworkshouston.org
or call 832.450.9505.

No great master can be thoroughly enjoyed but by getting into his humour, and remaining long
enough under his influence to understand his whole mode and cast of thought.
			
John Ruskin “Notes on the Turner Exhibition,”
			
On the Hanging of Pictures, 1857
The whole visible universe is but a storehouse of images and signs to which the imagination will give
a relative place and value; it is a sort of pasture which the imagination must digest and transform.
			
Charles Baudelaire “The Governance of the Imagination,”
			
The Salon of 1859, Revue Française, June 1859
The mode of vision, or let us say, of imaginative beholding, is not from the outset and everywhere
the same, but, like every manifestation of life, has its development.
			
Heinrich Wölfflin “Preface,”
			
Principles of Art History, sixth edition, 1922
All in all, the creative act is not performed by the artist alone; the spectator brings the work in contact with the external world by deciphering and interpreting its inner qualifications and thus adds his
contribution to the creative act.
			
Marcel Duchamp “The Creative Act,” lecture given at the Annual
			
Meeting of the American Federation of Arts, Houston, 5 April 1957

Looking imaginatively and carefully at art takes practice but comes with its own rewards.
Closer Looks will introduce you to works of all kinds, from the dawn of civilization to the
here and now, sung and unsung, each with its own story. To keep things real, your walking shoes will take you behind the scenes as well as through the galleries of The Menil
Collection, The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, The Kimbell Art Museum, The Amon Carter
Museum of American Art, The Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, The Blanton Museum of
Art and The Harry Ransom Center of the University of Texas. Their walls speak – actually
rock – but don’t take our word for it.
You’ll also explore other works of special interest, remotely but intimately, via lectures,
films, readings, discussions and individual and group projects, under the tutelage of art
historians and curators whose knowledge and enthusiasm may put you on a lifetime path
of discovery (and even collecting). Closer Looks is not about speed-dating the Muses,
but taking the time to give more than a second glance to the efforts of some of the world’s
most gifted artists while stocking and rearranging your ”storehouse of images and signs.”
You’ll cover a lot of ground, literally and figuratively, though, as with any journey, it helps
to have guides who’ve been there before and know how to cut to the chase and also where
to linger. No prior art history required or expected; Closer Looks is also appropriate for
students who have taken or plan to take AP Art History. Enrollment limited.

